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Prelims As Well As Mains Special Focus On IR

Learn Bits quick supper of all CURRENT AFFAIRS
Jan. 2022 to Jan. 2023 You're read and revise tool for UPSC PRELIMS 2023

* All subjects of UPSC covered in single PDF

* Subject Wise categorization for organised study and revision

* Useful for Prelims as well as Mains as all facts and Important details are provided for value addition

* It covers all the authentic and important sources of current affairs such as PIB, The Hindu, Indian Express, Down to earth, Live Mint, economic times etc.
* Compiled by

* No repetition of article we do not follow the method of bombarding anything and everything available under the sun.

*Very precise and required information is provided which are relevant to exam

| Score 35+ Mark’s in
Enégglggfnt UPSC Prelims 2023

|
For UPSC, State PSC, CUCET & All Other Competitive Exams

A Complete & Quick Aid For

Read | Revise | Remember

Salient Features:

* A crisp and quick aid for RRR to Read, Revise and Remember
* Covers all important and significant topics for exam

* Well structured to avoid confusion while reading

* UPSC bouncers can easily be tackled

* Prelims questions has been added

* Tabular Columns, Flow Charts, Diagrams And Maps used for
lucid explanation

An initiative By Pradeep Kumar
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Rani Velu Nachiyar

e Rani Velu Nachiyar is remembered as the first queen from India to fight against the British East India
Company.

e She was a princess of Ramanathapuram.

e Bornin 1730, Velu Nachiyar was the only child of Raja Chellamuthu Vijayaragunatha Sethupathy and Rani
Sakandhimuthal of the Ramnad kingdom.

e She was trained in martial arts and was also a scholar with proficiency in many languages.

Veer Baal Diwas

e The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi on the auspicious occasion of the Parkash Purab of Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji, has announced that 26th December shall be observed as ‘Veer Baal Diwas’ to mark the martyrdom
of Sahibzada Zorawar Singh Ji and Sahibzada Fateh Singh Ji.

e  Guru Gobind Singh born was installed as the Sikh Guru aged nine when his father and the ninth Guru, Guru
Tegh Bahadur was beheaded on the orders of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb for refusing to embrace Islam.

e His notable contribution to Sikhism is the establishment of the Khalsa in 1699.

e He was educated in reading, writing, and also martial arts, archery and horse riding.

e  Guru Gobind Singh had four sons, called the “Chaar Sahibzade”.

e The Sahibzades were initiated into the Khalsa, an elite warrior group among the Sikhs started by Guru
Gobind Singh in 1699.

Stone idol of goat head Yogini

e A 10th century stone-headed Yogini idol had been returned to the state of Uttar Pradesh.

o The sculpture of a goat-headed Yogini idol belonged to a group of stone deities in sandstone and was
installed in Lokhari temple.

e The Yogini cult and temples were studied by an Indian scholar at the National Museum in New Delhi and
observed that this art form had surfaced in the art market in London in 1988.

e The India Pride project Singapore and Art Recovery International, London assisted the High Commission in
the identification and requisite documentation of the statue.

e The statue has been handed over to the Archaeological Survey of India.

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

e The year 2022 marks the 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

e The Prime Minister offered homage to this courageous personality and commemorated his contributions
towards the freedom struggle of India.

e To pay tribute to Netaji, his grand statue will be installed on his birth anniversary which is on the 23rd of
January at India Gate.

e Netaji’s birth anniversary is also regarded as the ‘Parakram Diwas’ devoted to the memory of the former
commander of the erstwhile Indian National Army.

Kathakali Dance

e The Prime Minister expressed his grief over the demise of the noted Kathakali dancer Ms. Milena Salvini.
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e Milena Salvini will be remembered for her passion towards Indian culture and for her priceless efforts to
promote Kathakali dance across France.

e Chakiarkoothu, Koodiyattam, Krishnattam and Ramanattam are few of the ritual performing arts of Kerala
which have had a direct influence on Kathakali in its form and technique.

e Kathakaliis a blend of dance, music and acting and dramatizes stories, which are mostly adapted from the
Indian epics.

e Heavy make-up and stunning costumes (elaborate masks, huge skirts and big head-dresses) are used.

Launch of Pandit Jasraj Cultural foundation

e The Prime Minister offered tribute to Pandit Jasraj on the occasion of his birth anniversary and addressed
the launch of the Pandit Jasraj Cultural Foundation.

e Pandit Jasraj is regarded as the doyen of Hindustani classical music and will be immortal for his path-
breaking contributions towards the enrichment of classical music.

e He was born on the 28th of January 1930 at Hisar (At present, Fatehabad, Haryana) which was a part of
Punjab under British rule.

e He devoted 75 years of his career to classical music that accorded him national and international fame.

e This maestro was a recipient of Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan.

Lala Lajpat Rai

e Every 28th day of January is celebrated as Lajpat Rai Jayanti.

e He has played a role of enormous significance in the freedom struggle of India through his nationalist ideas
and oratory skills.

e lala Lajpat Rai was one of the greatest freedom fighters of India.

e He was also called ‘Punjab Kesari’ and 'Lion of Punjab'.

o He studied law at the Government College, Lahore.

e Was influenced by Swami Dayananda Saraswati and joined the Arya Samaj in Lahore.

Baba Igbal Singh

e The Prime Minister expressed deep grief over the passing away of Baba Igbal Singh Ji who was a promising
educationist.

e He was an illustrious personality whose contributions towards education and society are of enormous
importance.

o He advocated the combination of modern education and spiritual knowledge with an aim to produce good
global citizens.

e In 2018, Baba Igbal Singh was awarded with Shiromani Panth Ratan which is a title of honor and distinction
for his excellent services to the Sikh community.

e Recently, his name was listed for receiving the Padma Shri award for his relentless and remarkable social
work.

Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysala
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e The Hoysala Temples of Belur, Halebid and Somnathapura in Karnataka have been finalized as India’s
nomination for consideration as World Heritage for the year 2022-2023.

e The ‘Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysala’ have been on UNESCQ’s Tentative List since 2014.

e The sacred ensembles of the Hoysalas were built in the 12th-13th centuries and represented here by the
three components of Belur, Halebid and Somnathapura.

e The Hoysala temples have a basic Dravidian morphology.

e The Hoysala architecture made selections of features from other temple typologies which were modified
and complemented with their own particular innovations.

Heli Borne Survey Technology

e The Central Ground Water Board carried out a heli bourne survey to gather aquifer related information in
the arid and semi-arid regions of Rajasthan, Gujarat and Haryana under the Groundwater management and
regulation scheme.

e |t is a geophysical mapping technique that provides high-resolution 3D images for subsurface up to a depth
of 500 metres below the ground level.

e This survey can help in the potential mapping of groundwater in arid areas.

100 years of Chauri Chaura Incident

e The Prime Minister remembered the historic Chauri Chaura incident on the completion of 100 years in 2022.

e The Chauri Chaura incident occurred at Chauri Chaura in the Gorakhpur district of the United
Province, (modern Uttar Pradesh) in British India on 4 February 1922, when a large group of protesters,
participating in the Non-cooperation movement, clashed with police, who opened fire. .

Statue of Equality

e In order to promote the doctrine of equality, the Prime Minister unveiled the 216 feet tall statue of saint Shri
Ramanujacharya in Hyderabad.

e This statue has been recognised as the Statue of Equality commemorating the venerable personality on his
1000th birth anniversary.

e This statue is made of panchaloha which is a combination of five metals namely gold, silver, copper, brass
and zinc.

e This statue is made of panchaloha which is a combination of five metals namely gold, silver, copper, brass
and zinc.

e |tis mounted on a 54 feet high base building named ‘Bhadra Vedi’.

e The Bhadra Vedi has floors devoted to a Vedic digital library and research centre, ancient Indian texts, a
theatre, an educational gallery detailing many works of Shri Ramanujacharya.

e The statue was installed in the ashram of Sri Tridandi Chinna Jeeyar Swamy.

Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti

e The Union Minister for Minority Affairs offered “Chadar” on behalf of the Prime Minister at Ajmer Sharif
Dargah in Rajasthan on the occasion of 810th Urs of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti.
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e Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti was born in Sijistan in Iran in 1141-42 He arrived in Delhi during the reign of the
lltutmish.

e He settled in the Indian subcontinent in the early 13th-century, where he promulgated the famous
Chishtiyya order of Sunni mysticism.

e later he moved to Ajmer, where he started living and preaching.

e Chishti was soon able to draw the local populace, poor people, peasants, and nobles from far and wide.

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay

e The Prime Minister paid homage to the illustrious personality of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay on his death
anniversary.

e He promulgated the principles of sarvodaya (progress for all) and swadeshi (self-sufficiency).

e He wrote a biography on Shankaracharya.

e His village in the Mathura district called Chandrabhan has been named after him as Deendayal Dham.

e He popularised the political philosophy of integral humanism which encourages simultaneous and integrated
programmes of the body, mind, intellect and soul of each human being.

River Devika project

e The Union Minister said that the historic River Devika project will be completed by June 2022.

e The project being built at the cost of over Rs 190 crore is said to be North India’s first river rejuvenation
project and will offer a unique destination both for pilgrims and recreation tourists.

e The construction of the project started in 2019 under the National River Conservation Plan (NRCP).

e Devika river holds great religious significance as it is revered as the sister of Ganga.

e Devika, a small rivulet flows through Udhampur in Jammu & Kashmir.

e The river originates near Sudhmahadev and it merges with Suryaputri Tawi at Venisung and this confluence
is a place of worship.

e The river again appears near Gangera in Udhampur.

e Asitappears and disappears in many places, Devika is also known as Gupt Ganga.

Maharaja Surajmal

e The Prime Minister pays tributes to Maharaja Surajmal on his Jayanti.

e Maharaja Suraj Mal or Sujan Singh was a Hindu Jat ruler of Bharatpur in Rajasthan was born in 1707.

e Under him, the Jat rule covered present-day Delhi and districts of Agra, Aligarh, Firozabad, Ghaziabad,
Gurgaon, Hathras, Kanpur, Mathura, Meerut, and Muzaffarnagar.

Medaram Jathara

e Asia’s largest tribal festival started with enormous traditional vigour experiencing a large number of pilgrims
and devotees from all across the country.

e |t is the second-largest fair in India after Kumbh Mela and is celebrated by the Koya tribe of Telangana.

e The celebration continues for four days.
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Swaminatha lyer

e The Prime Minister paid homage to Swaminatha lyer on his birth anniversary (on the 19th of February)
commemorating his significant contributions to promote the cultural richness of the Sangam period.

e Swaminatha played a revolutionary role in the revival of forgotten works of Tamil literature.

e The Tamil poet and nationalist, Subramania Bharati equated Swaminatha with the sage Agastya who was
among the first exponents of Tamil.

e He was born in a small village called Suryamoolai near Kumbakonam in Tamil Nadu.

e He was a Tamil scholar and had joined the Government Arts College at Kumbakonam.

e The palm leaf manuscripts, a Buddhist work, were transcribed by him into paper and edited with special
attention.

e The Silappathikaram, Purananooru and Manimekalai were some of the palm leaf manuscripts transcribed by
Swaminatha and received enormous appreciation.

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

e The Prime Minister commemorated the captivating leadership of Shivaji Maharaj on his birth anniversary
and paid homage to this gallant personality.

e He is remembered for his excellent military strategy and leadership roles in the advocacy of social welfare
with a committed vision.
e He is the founder of the Maratha empire.

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

o The President of India in a recent event said that Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu has a special place among those
saints who promoted Bhakti-Marg.

e Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is a 15th-century Indian Saint.

e He was born in Nabadwip (in present-day West Bengal) in 1486.

e His mode of worshiping lord Krishna with ecstatic song and dance has a great influence on Vaishnavism in
Bengal.

e He was the chief proponent of the Vedantic philosophy of Achintya Bheda Abheda Tattva.

e Mahaprabhu founded Gaudiya Vaishnavism (Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya Sampradaya).

e He expounded Bhakti yoga and popularized the chanting of the Hare Krishna Maha-mantra.

International Mother Language Day

e Under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, on the occasion of International Mother Language Day, the
Ministry of Culture is organizing a two-day event.

e In November 1999, the UNESCO General Conference approved the declaration of February 21 as
International Mother Language Day, in response to the declining state of many languages.

e |t has been held every year since 2000

Devayatanam
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e Devayatanam is a unique conference on the temple architecture of India which was inaugurated at Hampi in

Karnataka.
e |t is an international conference which is organised by the Archaeological Survey of India, Ministry of

Culture.
e The conference on Indian temples will echo the philosophical, religious, social, economic, technical and

scientific significance of the temples.

Bhasha Certifiate Selfie campaign

e Ministry of Education launched a campaign ‘Bhasha Certificate Selfie to encourage cultural diversity and
promote mulitlinguism and to foster the spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat

e Bhasha Certificate Selfie initiative aims to promote Bhasha Sangam mobile app, developed by Ministry of
Education and MyGov India.

e Using the app, people can learn 100+ sentences of daily use in as many as 22 scheduled Indian languages.

e The initiative, under the aegis of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat will aim to ensure that people acquire basic
conversational skills in Indian languages.

e To achieve this, a target of 75 lakh people acquiring basic conversational skills has been set.

Veer Savarkar

e The Prime Minister offered homage to the iconic personality of Veer Savarkar on his death anniversary.
e Veer Savarkar was an Indian politician, activist and a writer.
e He occupies an area of significance in the freedom struggle of India.

DEVAYATANAM

e As a part of nation-wide Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebration, Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) organized
a two days international conference titled as “Dev?yatanam — an odyssey of Indian temple architecture” on
25-26th February, 2022 at Hampi (Karnataka)

e The chosen venue, Hampi served as the capital of the great medieval era empire of Vijayanagara for more
than two centuries from 1336 to 1556 CE.

e The conference aims to deliberate upon the philosophical, religious, social, economic, technical, scientific,
art and architectural aspects of temple.

e |t also intends to initiate a dialogue on the evolution and development of the various styles of temple
architecture such as the Nagara, Vesara, Dravida, Kalinga and others.

Shri Guru Ravidas

e The Prime Minister offered homage to the Bhakti saint Shri Guru Ravidas on the occasion of Ravidas Jayanti.
e He was a saint of the Bhakti Movement during the 15th to 16th century and was a mystic poet.
e Ravidas Jayanti is celebrated on Magh Purnima which falls on the full moon day of the Magh month.

Agni Kandakarnan Theyyam

e Ritual dance Agni Kandakarnan Theyyam performing at the Kaliyattam festival has begun in Kannur, Kerala.
Theyyam is a popular thousand-year-old ritual form of dance worship in Kerala and Karnataka, India.
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e The people of these districts consider Theyyam itself as a channel to a god and they thus seek blessings from
Theyyam.

e There are about 456 types of Theyyam.

e Theyyam is performed by males, except the Devakoothu theyyam; the Devakoothu is the only Theyyam
ritual performed by women.

Pal-Dadhvav massacre

e The Gujarat government marked 100 years of the Pal-Dadhvav killings, calling it a massacre “bigger than the
Jallianwala Bagh”. Before this, the incident had been featured on the state’s Republic Day tableau.

e The Pal-Dadhvav massacre took place on March 7, 1922, in the Pal-Chitariya and Dadhvaav villages of
Sabarkantha district, then part of Idar state.

e The movement was to protest against the land revenue tax (lagaan) imposed on the peasants by the British
and feudal lords.British Paramilitary force was on hunt for Tehawat.

e |t heard of this gathering and reached the spot. Nearly 200 bhils under the leadership of Tehawat lifted their
bows and arrows.

e But, the Britishers opened fire on them.

Red Fort Festival - Bharat Bhagya Vidhata

e The ten-day Red Fort Festival - Bharat Bhagya Vidhata, will begin tomorrow at the iconic 17th- century
monument, Red Fort, New Delhi. To be held from 25th March to 3rd April, 2022, the festvcal will remain
open between 11 am to 10 p.m. daily.

e The festival will feature a wide range of experiences including “Matrubhumi” —Projection Mapping Show,
YATRA - A 360° immersive experience, a Cultural Parade, Khao Galli, Live performances at Rang Manch,
Dances of India, AnokheVastra, Khel Manch and Khel Gaon and Yoga on the Go.

e Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani will inaugurate the festival

Yamunotsav

e As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations, the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) organized
Yamunotsav in association with a group of NGOs at ASITA East River Front, ITO Bridge, to celebrate the glory
of Yamuna with a “pledge to keep it clean”.

e DG, NMCG, Shri G. Asok Kumar congratulated all the participating organizations for successfully engaging
several stakeholders and all age groups in Yamunotsav and urged the people to dedicatedly join hands to
clean Yamuna which is the biggest and the most important tributary of River Ganga.

o He added that hopefully people of Delhi will see a much cleaner Yamuna by next year.

e NMCG is funding the construction of sewerage infrastructure for River Yamuna to the tune of around Rs.
2300 crore.

Malabar Rebellion 1921

e The Indian Council for Historical Research (ICHR) has deferred its decision on a recommendation to remove
the 1921 Malabar Rebellion martyrs, including Variamkunnaathu Kunhahamad Haji and Ali Musliyar, from
the list of India’s freedom fighters.
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e The panel was of the view that the rebellion that took place at Malabar was a one-sided attack on Hindus.
Just two Britishers were killed during the unrest and hence the rebellion could not be considered as part of
the freedom struggle.

e The subcommittee had recommended the removal of the Malabar Rebellion leaders, mostly Muslims, from
the list. This is viewed by some as an attempt to distort history.

Amarnath Yatra

e After being suspended for two years due to the novel coronavirus pandemic, the 43-day Amarnath
pilgrimage in the Himalayas of South Kashmir will begin on June 30 this year.

e In 2021, a 56-day Yatra had been announced through both the Baltal and Chandanwari routes from June 28,
but it was called off due to the rise in Covid-19 cases.

e Hundreds of thousands of pilgrims make the trek up to the shrine each year.

e However, there is no official record of when the Yatra formally began.

e The family of Buta Malik remained the traditional custodian of the shrine, along with Hindu priests from the
Dashnami Akhara and Purohit Sabha Mattan.

Matrubhumi

e Asten - day Red Fort Festival — Bharat Bhagya Vidhata completed recently, the Projection Mapping Show
‘Matrubhumi’ is receiving an overwhelming response at the cultural extravaganza .

e The show will be a permanent fixture at the historic Red Fort and will run throughout the year.

e As a part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, Bharat Bhagya Vidhata has already earned its place as one of the
greatest cultural melange in the country.

e Dignitaries from across the nation have already visited the festival.

e The inauguration ceremony was graced by Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of Women and Child Development; and
Commissioner of Police, Shri Rakesh Asthana inaugurated the projection mapping show at the Red Fort on
the opening night.

Hindu New Year Festival

e President Ram Nath Kovind and Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu have greeted the people of the country on
the occasion of Chaitra Sukladi, Ugadi, Gudi Padwa, Cheti Chand, Navreh and Sajibu Cheiraoba.

e The President said, he extends his greetings and best wishes to all citizens on the auspicious occasion of
Chaitra Sukladi, Ugadi, Gudi Padwa, Cheti Chand, Navreh and Sajibu Cheiraoba festivals.

e He said, celebrated in diverse ways across the nation to welcome the spring and the beginning of the Indian
New Year, these festivals strengthen the bond of our cultural and social unity.

e He added, the joyous festivities strengthen the spirit of harmony and fraternity in our society.
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